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of passing mention as a Hamyarite sovereign who reigned about B.C. 970. Then follows aclong gap in Yamen history, and the next important landmark is the collapse of the great dam at Saba, the flooding of the whole district, and the destruction of the city with great loss of life, in B.C. 42y.1 This catastrophe led to the dispersal of the local population and dealt a grave blow to the central Hamyarite rule, for all the neighbourhood of Saba, from being well-watered and fertile, became a devastated wilderness amid barren hills, as it is to all intents and purposes now.
Yamen, Saba and the Hadramaut had frequently been united under one ruler with the title of Tobba, but the glory of Hamyar was, from henceforth, on the wane. Saba as a centre of administration had been wiped out, and its sway over what is now known as the Aden hinterland ceased to exist. The Hadramaut seceded, under an offshoot of Hamyar it is true, but Yamen alone remained of the actual Hamyarite kingdom.
In 18 B.C. we find Rome turning her attention to Arabian conquest in her usual methodical manner.
First we hear of Juba II., King of Numidia (a dependency of Rome that coincided approximately with Algeria), writing what may be described as an Intelligence report for the Emperor Augustus on the region which was Rome's objective. This report was called cde expeditione arabica5 and, to judge by such extracts as Pliny quotes, must have been the fullest and most detailed description of western Arabia ever written by a foreigner.
1 According to Redhouse, though some authorities place it much later. I give this date as being in accord with local history and tradition.